[The study landscape for prostate cancer].
Current prostate cancer studies in Germany encompass the indications "adjuvant therapy", "rising PSA following radical prostatectomy", "metastasized, hormone sensitive prostate cancer", and "hormone refractory prostate cancer". In the adjuvant field, the potential of zoledronic acid for the prevention of bone metastases is being investigated in a large phase III trial. The activity of imatinib in low volume prostate cancer is being tested in patients with rising PSA following radical prostatectomy (phase II). The randomized phase III trial intermittent versus continuous hormone therapy in D1 and D2 patients has finished accrual and follow-up will be extended until the end of 2006. In hormone refractory prostate cancer(HRPC), the results of a recent phase II study (Association of Urological Oncology; AOU AP 33/02) were promising. This led to a currently activate phase III trial comparing intermittent with continuous chemotherapy in HRPC. The interdisciplinary study group of the AUO (Urology) and the ARO (Radio-oncology) has developed several new protocols which are currently under review by the German Cancer Aid (Deutsche Krebshilfe).